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memory of Ms " dear and illustrious friend, so long while ago
dead and yet so gloriously living." He is deeply touched
and pleased when Mr. Boston Forman sends him his
volume of Keats's Letters to Miss Brawne, with its dedication
to himself. The latest entry but two in the last of his
long series of Diaries, is a record of his having just pro-
jected " a new Keats picture "; but it was never begun, for
a few weeks later he was at rest from his labour in that
sacred Roman dust where his heart already lay.

It was, from the first, an eventful period, and Severn was
so busily occupied with matters of consular, uiban, and
national interest that weeks and sometimes months would
pass without his putting brush to canvas. In his capacity
as acting " Sardinian " consul also he had his hands full,
and the early record of his official duties again and again
sets forth Ms efforts on behalf of imprisoned or detained
Italian workmen, and against all manner of high-handed
and unscrupulous dealings on the part of the Papal Govern-
ment. In the second year of Ms consulship he had become
so accustomed to stirring times that he took everything
that came much as he did sudden changes in the weather,
&nd was equally ready to do anything or nothing as the
eireti instances might demand, whether it was the case of a
fair countess who applied to him officially for funds to
enable her to elope with an impecunious cavalier, rumour
of collision between the French and Papal troops in the
Forum during the Carnival, or reports of Garibaldfs
" malignant activity " in the South, and of the corresponding
ferment among the Eoman populace. Nor was his position
a pleasant one, for the Papal Government and party were
incensed against Great Britain. All " liberal" officials
were ordered to quit Eome. English residents became
more and more uneasy, and when at last an English priest
was attacked in the streets, many of them broke up their
homes and left the city. Eome became a hotbed of evil
passions. Just as Victor Emmanuel was said to be ap-
proaching from the North, and Garibaldi from the South,
when the French troops were being moved backwardhat is only boyhood
